Tissue-specific modulation of insulin receptor mRNA levels in a patient with a phaeochromocytoma.
We have observed that the expression of the insulin-receptor gene is regulated in a tissue-specific manner in a patient with a phaeochromocytoma. Our results indicate that insulin receptor mRNA levels are decreased in adipose tissue and increased in both liver and skeletal muscle as compared with the corresponding values in the same tissues of a control patient. These findings provide the first evidence that insulin receptor mRNA levels may be modulated in vivo by high levels of catecholamines.